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Debbie Olsen earned her B.S.
in  General Studies (Education
concentration) from the University
of Southern California, and her
M.A. in TESOL from William
Carey International University,
Pasadena, CA. Debbie’s ESL/
EFL teaching career in adult and
higher education spans 25 years.
Currently, she is in her fifth year

as an EFL instructor at Alfaisal
University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Here, she coordinates Arab &
American  Writing Partners, a
program in which students from
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia build
relationships  through  regular
written  correspondence.  Her
research studies the impact of
such intercultural exchanges.
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John Fulghum received his BA
and MA degrees in English from
the University of Memphis. This
is John's fourth year at Alfaisal
University where he is an English
lecturer for the  University
Preparatory Program. For nearly
20 years, John has taught English
for ~ numerous international
programs from the Far East to
Latin America. John's particular
area of expertise is writing, having
taught developmental English

composition, creative non-fiction,
and academic research. He has
also worked with several business
professionals around the globe,
preparing them for corporate
presentations and seminars. John
has long had a reputation as a
dynamic classroom instructor—
innovative, involved, conscientious
and caring.
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Charles Hall is an Associate
Professor of English at Alfaisal
University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
His work intertwines three areas of
interest: TEFL (Teaching English as
a Foreign Language), ESP (English
for Specific Purposes) - especially
tourism, law and medicine -, and
teacher training. He has taught
or lectured in over 40 countries,

including Iraq, South Sudan,
Yemen, and Syria. He is the author
or co-author of several texts and
articles including the recently
published Phonetics, Phonology
& Pronunciation for the Language
Classroom from Palgrave and co-
author of American Legal English
from the University of Michigan
Press.
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International Educator,  Ms.
Amber Ragland, has always had a
passion for teaching and learning
languages. After obtaining two
masters at the University of
Memphis, Ms. Ragland has gone
on to teach French, Italian, and
English in the United States and
in various parts of Europe. Most
recently, Amber has been teaching
English and French in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia for the past 3.5 years.

While her specialty is in preparing
her students both academically
and professionally, she has a
passion for providing her students
with communicative and cultural
opportunities to help them excel
in their language journey and help
them meet the demanding needs
of a globalized workplace and
world.
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Abdel-Salam Al-Drouby, born and
raised in the UK, is an experienced
and passionate Instructor of
English as a Foreign Language.
He trained in Wales and taught
for many years teaching in the
UK, followed by some 20 years
teaching in the Gulf, including
about 15 years at many of the
major universities in  Riyadh.
Abdel-Salam’s interests are in the
fields of language testing, quality,

English for Specific Purposes
(Medicine), and translation. He has
taught test preparation courses
and is currently Quality Chair for
the Department he works in. His
teaching approach and rapport
with students and amicable nature
and work ethos with colleagues
has made him a main part of a
strong Alfaisal team of instructors.
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